
Persian Calligram  Ms. Nickerson Art Grade 4 

Core Knowledge Art Standard II: Islamic Art 

Core Knowledge World History Standard III: The Spread of Islam 

Artist Focus: Islamic Artists 

CDE State Visual Arts Standards: 

Standard: 3. Invent and Discover to Create 

Prepared Graduates:  

Develop and build appropriate mastery in art-making skills using traditional and new technologies and an 

understanding of the characteristics and expressive features of art and design 

Concepts and skills students master: 

1. Use artistic media and expression to communicate personal and objective points of view 

Unit duration: 1 week 

Materials:  

Gold Paint 

Sharpies 

Paper 

Reference Material 

 

Objective: 

Given materials, lecture and modeling, students will demonstrate their understanding of Islamic art by 

creating an Islamic Calligram. Students will demonstrate their understanding of line by creating an animal 

of their choosing and filling the interior of their animal with islamic alphabet words that spell the animal’s 

name.  

http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/lesson-or-activity/zoomorphic-calligraphy-and-virtuous-

qualities-activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/lesson-or-activity/zoomorphic-calligraphy-and-virtuous-qualities-activity
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/lesson-or-activity/zoomorphic-calligraphy-and-virtuous-qualities-activity
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*The art department is holding on to some artwork for the upcoming art show.  The scale 

below indicates the grade your child earned for this project.  

Student grades are entered into their Infinite Campus Gradebook. The abbreviation for 

this class is: NP4e. 

 

0-25 Participation Points (see rubric below) 

97-100 points: The student excellently and accurately reproduced an animal of their choosing, filled that animal 

with Persian lettering and neatly and completely painted a gold background. 

92-96 points: The student accurately reproduced an animal of their choosing, filled that animal with Persian 

lettering and neatly and completely painted a gold background. 

0-92 points: The student made little effort to create reproduce an animal of their choosing, filled that animal with 

Persian lettering and neatly and completely painted a gold background. 

 

  

 

 

Exceeds 30-33 Points 

 

 

 

 

Meets  25-29 Points 

 

 

 

 

Needs Improvement- 0-25 Points 

Skill – Animal 

 

The student 

excellently 

reproduced or drew 

from imagination, an 

animal of their 

choosing. 

The student 

accurately reproduced 

or drew from 

imagination, an 

animal of their 

choosing. 

The student made little effort to 

reproduce or draw from imagination, an 

animal of their choosing. 

Skill –elongated 

letters/Persian 

alphabet 

The student 

excellently changed, 

twisted and elongated 

his or her letters to fill 

the animal interior. 

The student, with 

average effort, has 

created an additive 

sculpture of a face 

with exaggerated 

facial features. 

The student, with little effort, has 

created an additive sculpture of a face 

with exaggerated facial features. 

Skill- gold 

background 

painting 

 

The student 

deliberately, neatly 

and completely 

painted their 

background gold. 

The student 

somewhat 

deliberately, neatly 

and completely 

painted their 

background gold. 

The student did not deliberately, neatly 

and completely paint their background 

gold. 

 

 

AA Manners 

 
Exceeds 

25 Points 

Meets 

20-24 Points 

Needs Improvement 

0-20 Points 

 The student embodies 

the AA Manners of 

American Academy 

with their focus this 

week. 

 

 

The student needed 

one or two redirections 

during the week. 

The student needed multiple 

redirections during the week. The 

student needed to be moved to another 

seat. The student needed an individual 

conversation with the teacher. 
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Daily Lesson Plan: 

Day 1: 

Objectives:  

1. Students will become familiar with the art and history of the Islamic Calligram, Islamic Art and Arabic 

Lettering.  

2. Students will understand the scope and objectives of the project via slide lecture, sample artwork and 

observation and discussion. 

3. Students will become familiar with the visual arts terms of line and texture. 

4. Students will use gold paint, brush and paper to create a substrate on which to create their calligram 

Method:  Introduce concepts and history of Islamic Calligram 

Label and paint paper 

If time, students will choose and practice Arabic Lettering on scratch paper and choose and 

practice an animal outline. 

Vocabulary: Line, texture, Arabic, Calligram, Islamic, Khatt, Tughra 

Day 2:  

Objectives/Method:  

 

1. Students will observe, via demonstration, the step by step creation of a calligram on the whiteboard 

2. Students will choose and draw the outline of their animal **emphasize large size and outline only of 

animal**  

3. Students will choose and fill their animal outline with Arabic letters that sound similar to the English word 

of the animal.  

4. If time, students will begin to fill in their animal outline with Arabic letters in sharpie 

Vocabulary: Line, texture, Arabic, Calligram, Islamic 

Day 3:  

Objectives/Method: 

1. Students will continue to fill in their animal outlines with Arabic letters in sharpie. **emphasize smooth, 

neat and complete sharpie use, demonstrate as needed on an individual basis** 

2. Students will focus on creating smooth line and black infill by warping, elongating and repeating the letters 

that make the sounds of the name of the animal. 

Day 4:  

Objectives/Method: 

1. Students will finish their Islamic Calligram 

2. Students will double check to make sure their first name, last name and teacher’s name is written clearly on 

the back of their paper 
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3. After watching a demonstration of calligraphy with a flat brush, students will practice Arabic calligraphy 

with a flat brush and watercolor paint. 

 

 

Day 5:  

Objectives/Method:  

1. Makeup Sessions (15-20 minutes) 

2. Gallery walk, discussion and review, share and critique 

3. Day 5 exit ticket: informal summative assessment- definition of following terms: Khatt, Tughra, texture, 

calligram; history: illuminated q’uran,  

 

 


